Antibiotics in the management of pediatric skin disease.
An increasingly large number of antibiotics are available for the treatment of uncomplicated skin and skin structure infections in children. Primary factors in the choice among these agents are the antibiotic resistance profile of the target pathogen(s), and the antibiotic's spectrum of activity, pharmacologic properties, potential adverse reactions and interactions and propensity to select for the emergence of resistant organisms. Based on a consideration of these principles, this article provides a practical guide to the use of antibiotics in the management of common cutaneous infections in the pediatric population.